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Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Very Rev. Edward C. Hathaway, Rector 
Rev. David A. Dufresne, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Joseph B. Townsend, Parochial Vicar 
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310 South Royal Street   +   Alexandria, VA 22314   +   703.836.4100   +   www.stmaryoldtown.org   +   admin@stmaryoldtown.org 

HOLY  SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 
All Masses are live streamed at www.stmaryoldtown.org  

                                        
SUNDAY 

7 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
MONDAY through  FRIDAY 
6:30 a.m., 8 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.  

SATURDAY 
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
7:30 p.m., Third Friday of the month 

 
FEDERAL HOLIDAYS and HOLY DAYS  

Check the website and bulletin 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
MONDAY through FRIDAY  After 12:10 p.m. Mass 

WEDNESDAY  7:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
SATURDAY   9 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 5 p.m. 

 

BASILICA HOURS 
MONDAY through FRIDAY  5:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY  7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY 6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 

OFFICE HOURS  (313 Duke Street) 
MONDAY through FRIDAY 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Rosary  Monday through Friday before 8 a.m. Mass  
and on Saturday before 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Miraculous Medal Novena Monday 12 noon 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   

Wednesday 12:45 to 8:30 p.m. 
Adoration with Holy Hour & Benediction  

Wednesday 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
First Friday Nocturnal Adoration  

Friday 9 p.m. until Saturday 7:30 a.m. 
Communal First Saturday Devotion 
First Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.  

BAPTISMS   
Sunday at 2:15 p.m. Please call the Parish Office to register  

in advance and obtain requirements for godparents, etc. 

THE BASILICA SCHOOL OF SAINT MARY  
(Pre-K to 8th grade)   

400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
Mr. Daniel Cinalli, Principal 

703.549.1646    www.smsva.org    stmaryoffice@smsva.org    MARRIAGES   
Contact Parish Priest a minimum of 6 months before possible  

wedding date for marriage preparation. Couples living together 
will be asked to live separately during marriage preparation. 

COVER IMAGE: The Birth of the Virgin Mary  
by Bartolome Estban Perez Murillo (1618-82) 



      

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
12:30 -7:30 p.m. Wed. 

Maureen Breiner tb5va@aol.com 

Altar Servers Father David frdavid 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 

Lectors  Chris Bahret bahretcj@hotmail.com 

Luminaries of Holy 
Mary Fatima Prayer Group 

Frank Spicer praydailyrosary 
@gmail.com 

Mary Martha Guild Christine Kleiber MMG 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Nocturnal Adoration 
Society 9 p.m.1st Friday  
to 6 a.m.1st Saturday 

Helen Lynch helenlynch21 
@gmail.com 

Rosary Prayer Group 
Rosary before 8 a.m. 
weekday Mass, 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday Mass 

Call Parish Office 703.836.4100 

Rosary Society William Beach wbeachkoc459 
@gmail.com 

Sacristans Steve Young asyoung001 
@gmail.com 

Saint Katharine Drexel 
Society 

Monica Favela skdsociety 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Sanctuary Society Stephanie Giorlando ccampbell49@cox.net 

Schola Cantorum 
10 a.m. Sunday Mass 

David Elliott delliott 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Seven Sisters Apostolate 
Holy Hour for Priests 

Mary Beth Riordan MaryBethRiordan 
@gmail.com 

Ushers Randolph MacPherson macpherson 
@halloransage.com 

        

ALIVE! Alexandrians  
InVolved Ecumenically 

Tim Burns alive.saintmarys 
@gmail.com 

Bereavement Committee  
Receptions after funerals 

Kitty Guy kitguy100@aol.com 
703.765.9478 

Carpenter’s Shelter Ed Velarde evelarde 
@eaglebankcorp.com 

Christ House Julie Howard juliehowardmom 
@aol.com 

Gabriel Project  
Pro-life pregnancy help 

Becky Lilly and 
Elizabeth Snodgrass 

gabrielprojectstmary 
@gmail.com 

Jail Ministry 
Alexandria City Jail 

Philippe Bruno pmvjbruno55 
@gmail.com 

Pro-Life Activities Bob Whearty prolife 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Senior Services 
of Alexandria (SSA) 

Annie Hall (Saint 
Mary Ambassador) 

ahall 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Shut-In Visitation Call Parish Office 703.836.4100 

CONSIDER GETTING INVOLVED IN OUR PARISH 

EDUCATION & EVANGELIZATION 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society  

Jim Larocco rocca-rocco@usa.net 

Sunrise Retirement  
Home 

Father Joseph frjoseph 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 

Woodbine  
Rehabilitation Center 

Judy Klesius 703.836.1777 

   

Adult Faith  
Formation, CCD,  
RCIA 

Hilary Munger hmunger 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 x 3033 

Date Night at the  
Basilica 

Erica Englefield  
and Ann Somerset 

datenightatthebasilica 
@hotmail.com 

Eucharistic Apostles  
of Divine Mercy 

Harry and Lynne 
Dolton 

hldolton@aol.com 
703.960.0592 

Legion of Mary Adria Tayrani avillar@hotmail.com 
571.310.4016 

Secular Franciscan 
Order 

Sadie Martins nannyseverina 
@gmail.com 

That Man Is You Dan Ermer 
dpermer@me.com 
858.603.4603 
Wayne Cimons 
703.973.5412 

tmiystmaryoldtown 
@gmail.com 

Walking with Purpose Mindee Arritt wwp@stmaryoldtown.org 

   

American Heritage 
Girls Troop 0325 

Teresa McMorris 
 

stmaryahg@gmail.com 

Ancient Order  
of Hibernians 

Brendan Cooney brendan.p.cooney1 
@gmail.com  

Boy Scout Troop 301 Dan Scheeler dscheeler@gmail.com 

Catholic Daughters  
of the Americas 
Court Kavanaugh #54 

Marguerite 
McAuliffe 

mmca8474 
@gmail.com 

Catholic Sports 
www.catholicsports.net  

Helena Briggs catholicsports 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Cub Scout Pack 301 Patrick Lusch cc.pack301@gmail.com 

CYO Sports Mary Fran Delaune mfdelaune@aol.com 

Girl Scouts Alice Goulet downeytwina 
@comcast.net 

Junior Catholic  
Daughters 
Girls grades 6-12 

Kathryn Doherty kathryndoherty 
@gmail.com 
202.270.6008 

Knights of Columbus 
www.kofc459.org 

Chuck Zakrzwski  basilicaofstmarysknights 
@gmail.com 

Praying College Moms Luanne Griffin pcm@stmaryoldtown.org 

Saint Mary’s Play 
Group 

Jennelle Hoffman 
Claire Purple  

saintmarystots 
@gmail.com  

Saints Anne & Joachim 
Society Seniors 55+ 

Barbara Juszczyk barbaraj.seniors@aol.com 

Youth & Young Adult 
Apostolates 

Mariane Staron mstaron 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 x 3030 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

FELLOWSHIP 

EDUCATION & EVANGELIZATION 
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  Basilica of Saint Mary STAFF 
703.836.4100 

 
Sheena Anderson, Part-time  

Administrative Assistant   
x 3015  /  sanderson@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
 Carlos Briceño, Director  

  of Communications & Evangelization   
x 3009  /  cbriceno@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
  David Elliott, Director of Music   

x 3019  /  delliott@stmaryoldtown.org 
—— 

Carmen Federle, Parish Liaison  
to Diocesan Office for the Protection 

of Children & Young People   
x 3027  /  cfederle@stmaryoldtown.org 

—–– 
Susan Gray, Assistant Director 

  of Religious Education   
x 3023  /  sgray@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
  John Harchick, Director of Facilities  
x 3021  /  facilities@stmaryoldtown.org  

—— 
Emily Liutkus, Bookkeeper   

x 3010  /  eliutkus@stmaryoldtown.org  
—— 

Clarence Lyles, Donor Relations & Database 
Administrator, Office of Stewardship  
 X 3021  /  clyles@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
  Diane Maple, Bulletin Editor   

x 3032  /  bulletin@stmaryoldtown.org 
—— 

Anne Mathis, Chief Stewardship Officer 
443.994.9065/amathis@stmaryoldtown.org  

or amathis@smsva.org 
—— 

  Hilary Munger, Director  
of Religious Education   

x 3033  /  hmunger@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

  Elena Otero-Bigg, Assistant to the Rector  
x 3029  /  ebigg@stmaryoldtown.org 

—–– 
Jackie Riordan, Receptionist 
& Administrative Assistant 

x 3015  /  jriordan@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

  Mariane Staron, Director of Youth 
  & Young Adult Apostolates    

x 3030  /  mstaron@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

  Trish Weiler, Director of Finance   
x 3011  /  tweiler@stmaryoldtown.org  

—— 
  Aaron Zanca, Assistant Director, 

  Youth & Young Adult Apostolates   
x 3024  /  azanca@stmaryoldtown.org 

Oremus pro invicem “Let us pray for each other” 
Father Edward C. Hathaway, Rector 

LABOR DAY 
Monday, September 6 

Our Parish Offices Will Be Closed  
ONE MASS at 9 a.m. 

LABOR DAY 
Tomorrow, September 6, is Labor Day, a secular holiday intended to  
reward honest work with a day of rest. I encourage you to attend Holy 
Mass at 9 a.m. (our only Mass that day) to give thanks to God for the 
blessings of our jobs, for the work we regularly perform and for those who 
serve us as they work. Let us also pray for all those who are unemployed, 
underemployed and seeking work – especially those whose livelihoods 
have been impacted by the COVID pandemic and Hurricane Ida. 
 

A Prayer for the Worker 
Bless, O Lord, the daily work by which men and women 

provide bread for themselves and their loved ones. 
We also offer to your fatherly hands the toil 

and sacrifices associated with work, in union with 
Your Son Jesus Christ, who redeemed human work from the yoke of sin 

 and restored it to its original dignity. 
To you be praise and glory, today and forever. Amen. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO MARY! 

Wednesday, September 8, is the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It’s 
also our Basilica’s feast day, chosen for us by Bishop Burbidge because of 
Our Lady’s special patronage to the parish. You gain a plenary indulgence 
by participating in Mass here that day and fulfilling the other usual condi-
tions (see https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/conditions-13362).  
 
The Entrance Antiphon for Mass on September 8 includes these uplifting 
words: “Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for 
from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God.” 
 
We will celebrate Mary’s birthday with a special Holy Hour in the church 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 8. Birthday cake will be 
served afterward in the courtyard at 314 Duke Street (weather permitting) 
or parish Lyceum (if the weather is bad). I hope you and your family will 
join us in honoring Our Lady with your prayers and your presence. 
 

REMEMBERING 9/11 
This year is the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks that claimed 
the lives of nearly 3,000 people and injured thousands more at the World 
Trade Center, the Pentagon and in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. On 
that day, we saw how easily buildings can fall, how quickly lives can end 
and how our world can be deeply wounded by evil acts. As we remember 
9/11, may it remind us that God alone is our true security. May He grant us 
hope and peace as we continue to face uncertain times.  
 
To mark the anniversary, our Knights of Columbus Council #459 and other 
area Knights are hosting a remembrance observance on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 10 a.m., at Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 8710 Mount 
Vernon Highway in Alexandria. There will be a roll call of Pentagon victims 
and recitation of the Patriotic Rosary. See page 9 for more information.  



HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION  
FOR SEPTEMBER  

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
Be strong, do not fear!  

With every true vocation comes the strength and courage  
of the One who calls. If the Holy Spirit is prompting you to  
follow Christ as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life,  

contact Fr. Michael Isenberg at  
michael.isenberg@arlingtondiocese.org or 703. 841.2514. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
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 Sunday, September 5 
7 a.m. — Richard Downham  
8:30 a.m. — Michael Burns  

10 a.m. — Janet Manuel  
11:30 a.m. — Richard Downham Jr.  
1 p.m. — Parishioners of Saint Mary
5 p.m. — Richard Downham Jr.  

 
Monday, September 6 
9 a.m. — Frank Jolly  

 
Tuesday, September 7 

6:30 a.m. — Rita Lynch  
8 a.m. —  Special Intention: George Scott  

12:10 p.m. — Margaret Welz   
 

Wednesday, September 8 
6:30 a.m. — Joanne Dye  

8 a.m. — Special Intention: Steve and Kellie Trepkowski 
12:10 p.m. — Special Intention: Ornella Giofre 

 
Thursday, September 9 

6:30 a.m. — Richard Fracasso   
8 a.m. — Special Intention: Matthew Parowski 

12:10 p.m. — Margaret Welz  
 

Friday, September 10 
6:30 a.m. — Michael Burns  
8 a.m. — Jose Luis Fiallo  

12:10 p.m. — James Gorman  
 

Saturday, September 11 
8:30 a.m. — Holy Souls in Purgatory  

5 p.m. — Patricia Mickley and All Victims of  9/11  

PRAY FOR OUR DIOCESAN PRIESTS 
September 5 — Rev. Kevin J. Dansereau 

September 6 — Rev. Colin P. Davis 
September 7 — Rev. John C. De Celles 

September 8 — Very Rev. Francis De Rosa, VF 
September 9 — Rev. Matthew J. DeForest 

September 10 — Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye 
September 11 — Rev. Robert J. DeMartino 

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday, September 5 

Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146:7-10; Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37 
Monday, September 6 

Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11  
Tuesday, September 7 

Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday, September 8 

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6abc; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 
Thursday, September 9 

Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday, September 10 

1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11; Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday, September 11 

1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49 

Names of the ill are listed for 4 weeks. Names of those 
 actively serving in harm’s way (generally means deployed 

overseas) are listed for 4 months.  You may reinstate  
or add a name at bulletin@stmaryoldtown.org  

or call 703.836.4100.  

WE WELCOME THROUGH BAPTISM 
Quinlyn Claire Gilliam 

PRAY FOR THE ILL, INCLUDING 
Diana Allen, Suzanne Aragona, Lynn Blycher, Katherine  
Boeskin, Maria Campo, Quinn Copps, Mary Davis, Jean  

Edwards, Michael Hahn, Michael Henderson, Foltzy  
Huttman, Edwina Jones, Geraldine (Gerry) McGowan,  

Bud Miles, Terry Nunan, Tammy Orthman, Pam Rubin,  
Baby Shiller, Noel Tohill, Irma Valentine, Dan Sullivan,  

Jerry Wallmeyer and Alice Whitmore 
 

PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED 
Mark Arban, Roe Lair and Noble Tucker 

 
PRAY FOR THOSE ACTIVELY SERVING 

IN HARM’S WAY, INCLUDING 
Alex Deerr, Tim Galginaitis, Kaylyn E. Krzemien,  

Sara McAlpin, Mitchell Mehaffey, Vincent P. Pensyl,  
Ryan Rickley, David Alejandro Sandoval, Patrick Tuccillo, 
Josh Villeneuve and all those serving in law enforcement,  

as firefighters and as emergency first responders  

An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle. We 
pray that we all will make courageous choices 
for a simple and environmentally sustainable 
lifestyle, rejoicing in our young people who are 
resolutely committed to this. 



Q & A  Exploring & Practicing Our Catholic Faith 
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WORSHIP & ONGOING FAITH FORMATION 

Year of  Saint Joseph 

TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
The Holy Mass in the Extraordinary Form 
(the Tridentine or Traditional Latin Mass) 
is celebrated here at the Basilica of Saint 
Mary on the third Friday of each month. 
The regular celebrant for this Mass is our 
Parochial Vicar, Father David Dufresne. 
Our next Extraordinary Form Mass is 
scheduled to be celebrated on Friday, 
September 17, at 7:30 p.m. 

Bishop Burbidge's Homilies Online 
Want to hear relevant, pastoral  

inspiration from our Diocesan Shepherd?  
Find selected homilies of Bishop Burbidge  

at youtube.com/arlingtondiocese. 

Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless 
worker, the upright guardian of those 
entrusted to his care. May he always 
guard, protect and enlighten families.  

– Pope John Paul II 

September 8. Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Although we don’t know the exact date of Mary’s birth, 
it is traditionally celebrated on this date, nine months after the 
solemnity of her Immaculate Conception, which is celebrated 
on December 8. This 5th-century feast also marks the anniver-
sary of the dedication of a basilica in Jerusalem built, according 
to tradition, on the location of the home of Saint Anne, the 
mother of Mary.  
 
September 9. Saint Peter Claver, Priest. Catalonian Jesuit 
who, for 38 years, ministered to African slaves, baptizing more 
than 300,000. Called himself “the slave of the slaves forever.” 
Patron of Colombia and of all missions to Black peoples. 

Interested in becoming Catholic  
or learning more about Catholicism?  

Are you missing Sacraments? 
Open House/First Meeting  

Monday, September 13 — 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Saint Mary Lyceum (313 Duke Street) 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  
offers an opportunity to meet in a small group setting  
to learn about the Catholic faith. RCIA sessions focus  
on the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church,  
preparing individuals for the Sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation and Holy Eucharist in the Easter season.  
Sessions will be in-person, but we can coordinate online 

instruction for those who cannot join in-person.  
Classes meet on Monday nights from September 13, 

2021 to May 23, 2022. Books are provided free! 
ALSO, if you know a child over age seven who has not 
been baptized, we are happy to facilitate separate pre-

paratory sessions for children or youth. 
For more information or to register, contact  

Hilary Munger at hmunger@stmaryoldtown.org 
 or Susan Gray at sgray@stmaryoldtown.org  

or call them at 703.836.4100. 

Q: What is a pilgrimage? 
A: A pilgrimage is a religious journey to visit a holy place, seeking a spiritual renewal. The 
purpose may be simply to venerate a certain saint or ask some spiritual favor; ask for a phys-
ical cure or perform an act of penance; express thanks or fulfill a promise. 
 
From the earliest days of Christianity, pilgrims made their way to the Holy Land and, later, 
to Rome, where Peter and Paul and so many Christians were martyred. From the 8th centu-
ry, pilgrimages were often imposed in place of public penance.  
 
Today, popular Catholic pilgrimage sites include the Holy Land, Rome, Assisi, Lourdes, 
Fatima and Guadalupe. Or remain closer to home by visiting shrines in the United States, 
including the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception or John Paul II Shrine in Washington, 
DC; the Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton near Emmitsburg, MD; or the shrines of Saint 
Katharine Drexel and Saint John Neumann in Philadelphia. 



The Basilica of Saint Mary   +  Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time   +   September 5, 2021   +   Page Six 

FELLOWSHIP & SERVING OTHERS 

F3  
FRATERNITY/FITNESS/FAITH 

Father David has started a men's group  
at the Basilica called  

F3 — Fraternity, Fitness and Faith.  
The group meets in front of the Basilica every 

Saturday at 5 a.m. All men of the parish  
are invited to attend. The men work out for 

roughly 45 minutes, led by a different member  
of the group each week and finish with prayer. 

Parishioner Joel Doolin discusses F3 in  
Episode #226 of our Basilica podcasts at  

https://stmaryoldtown.libsyn.com/ 

CATHOLIC SPORTS UPDATES 
For Young Adults 18-39! 

Upcoming Leagues 
Registration for ULTIMATE FRISBEE League  
is now OPEN! League will be held on Sunday  
afternoons from September 12 to October 31. 

Register at www.catholicsports.net. 
Bible Studies 

Contact Helena Briggs 
(catholicsports@stmaryoldtown.org) 

if you’d like to join a Men’s or Women’s Bible Study! 
Socials 

Stay tuned for our first social events coming up! 
 If you have any questions or would like to connect, 

email catholicsports@stmaryoldtown.org 
or text Helena at 540.551.2271 

From Your Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
When Mark suffered an accident on the job, he could 
no longer do the active work at a warehouse that pro-
vided him with a living wage. He ended up in a shel-
ter, which called on us to help him. We often work 
with our two shelters, the city facility on Mill Road in 
Carlyle and Carpenter’s Shelter on North Henry, to 
provide assistance once an individual 
or family is ready to resume a new life 
on the outside. It is always heartening 
to help with a new beginning, provid-
ing hope where despair had taken 
hold. Please join us for our Open 
House on September 27 in the Basilica 
Lyceum (313 Duke Street) to hear about our mission 
and work, especially during the past year and a half as 
so many neighbors lost their jobs, incomes and sav-
ings. More information about our Open House will be 
provided in upcoming bulletins.   

THAT MAN IS YOU  
RETURNS SEPTEMBER 18 

ALL NEW PROGRAM! 
Wherever you are in your spiritual life, Jesus 
Christ wants to encounter you right there and 

take you further. That Man Is You (TMIY)  
is a men's group that meets every Saturday 
morning and has helped thousands of men 

across the country become better sons,  
fathers, husbands and friends.  

We start again on September 18  
with an exciting program designed  

for both newcomers and past participants.   
Information/signup tables will be setup after  

September 11-12 weekend Masses.   
If you'd like to learn more now, please check  
https://stmaryoldtown.org/apostolate/TMIY/. 



AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 
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PRAY FOR OUR YOUTH! 
Want to serve the youth of our parish  
but don’t have the time or the energy? 

Now you can! 
Jesus said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 

whatever you ask the Father in my name 
He will give you” (John 16:23).  

Join our Youth Apostolate Prayer  
Ministry to intentionally pray for our 
youth and the future of our Church!  
Let’s follow in the footsteps of Saint  

Monica by joining in prayer to the  
Blessed Mother for the healing and  
growth of our youth in the Faith. 

To get involved, contact  
Mariane Staron, Director of the Youth  

& Young Adult Apostolates, at  
mstaron@stmaryoldtown.org  

or 703.836.4100 x3030.  



 

AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 
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FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
A periodic look at the history  

of our Basilica of Saint Mary parish  
since its founding in 1795   

SAINT MARY LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY 
One group of parish volunteers has quietly served Saint Mary parish for most of 
its 225+ years – the Ladies’ Altar Society, now known as the Sanctuary Society.  
Before Vatican II, women were not permitted to serve as lectors or extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion. Yet they found ways to serve God and the par-
ish. While lay people generally were not permitted in the sanctuary, the Altar 
Society women were given special permission by the pastor to enter that sacred 
space to change the altar linens, tend to flowers, replace candles, sweep, vacuum 
and clean. (The only lay people allowed in the sanctuary during Mass were the 
altar servers, the young lady who was the May Queen and crowned the statue of 
Our Lady, and the girl who read the Act of Consecration as part of the crowning!)   
 
Miss Lena Moore was Saint Mary’s oldest living parishioner as she approached the age of 102 in 1995. A member 
of the Altar Society for three-quarters of a century, she recalled many years of service: “Ella Hill, Helen Nugent, 
Frances McDermott, Marie Downey, Elizabeth Williams, Helen Hobeck and I used to climb up the stairs on the 
altars [at the time these ladies were volunteering, the two statues were on top of separate side altars in the sanctu-
ary, which were removed in the 1970s] and scrub the statues of Mary and Joseph with Bon Ami. Ella used to tell us 
to scrub harder and make sure they glistened. Helen Nugent used to tease us by saying Saint Joseph was leaning 
toward the Presbyterians [toward the Old Presbyterian Meeting House to the south of Saint Mary church].” 
 
Following in the footsteps of those devoted parishioners, volunteers with the Basilica’s Sanctuary Society continue 
to care for the linens used during Mass. Their weekly work even persisted throughout the COVID pandemic lock-
down as Masses, first private and then public. If you are interested learning more about serving with the Sanctuary 
Society, contact Stephanie Giorlando at ccampbell49@cox.net.   
          — Kitty Guy, Parish Historian 

CCD: Sharing Our Faith with Our Children 
Our CCD/Catechism program provides religious edu-
cation for children attending public and non-Catholic 
private schools.  We partner with parents to fulfill their 
baptismal promise to provide faith formation classes to 
help prepare children for the sacraments and a life in 
Christ. We offer classes for Kindergarten through 8th 
grade. In-person classes resume in September, every 
Sunday from 10 to 11:15 a.m., at the Basilica School of 
Saint Mary (400 Green Street). We also offer a self-
directed learning option for families who wish to home-
school their children.  

TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR CCD,  
go to www.stmaryoldtown.org/apostolates/ccd.  

Questions? Contact DRE Hilary Munger at 
hmunger@stmaryoldtown.org or 703.836.4100, x3033. 

TO VOLUNTEER AS A CCD CATECHIST,  
also contact Hilary Munger. We need primary, assis-
tant and substitute catechists plus hallway monitors.  

OCPYC compliance required. Training, full curriculum 
and support provided. We hope you can help! 

Saint Mary sanctuary, circa 1960 

Join Walking with Purpose this fall for a Bible study 
focusing on the women of the Bible! Women of the 
Old and New Testaments were as flawed and broken 
as we can be today, yet the power of God worked in 
their lives. Learn from their experiences in Discover-
ing Our Dignity, a 22-lesson Bible study.  Walking 
with Purpose will host an open house for the women 
of the parish on the morning of Wednesday, Octo-
ber 6, and the evening of Thursday, October 
7.  Our study will meet weekly after that with breaks 
for the holidays and wrap up in Holy Week. Wednes-
day morning sessions will meet 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the 
parish Lyceum.  Thursday evening sessions will meet 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Lyceum.  Daycare is availa-
ble for the morning session only.  To register, please 
visit stmaryoldtown.org/wwp or email Mindee Arritt 
for more information at wwp@stmaryoldtown.org. 



The Basilica of Saint Mary   +   Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time   +   September 5, 2021   +   Page Nine 

AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY  
Join Father Peter McShurley of Saint Agnes Catholic 

Church and Father Edward Hathaway of the Basilica 
of Saint Mary on a pilgrimage to Italy from 

November 3 to 13.  Six nights in Rome, three nights in 
Assisi. Includes round-trip airfare from IAD, beautiful 

four-star hotels, private transportation, incredible  
program of Catholic and cultural tours led by master 

guides, most meals, daily Mass, prayers, spiritual  
direction. COST: $4,490 per person. Space is limited  
to 40 pilgrims. (A negative COVID-19 test is required  

to visit Italy; the vaccine is not required.)  
 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.prorometours.com/italy-arlington  

or contact Margaret at  
office@prorome.com or  434.953.1112.  

ADVERTISER  
OF THE WEEK! 

Many thanks to THE LANDING for advertising  
in our parish bulletin.Please support and patronize  

our wonderful advertisers! 

PILGRIMAGE TO PHILADELPHIA 
Please join the Saint Katharine Drexel Society for an all-
day pilgrimage to Philadelphia on Saturday, September 
25. We will have Mass with Saint Katharine Drexel in her 
resting place at the Cathedral in Philadelph-
ia, pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet with Saint 
John Neumann at his shrine and tour Saint 
Charles Borromeo Seminary.  Cost is $25 
per person to cover expenses, including 
transportation from the Basilica. We'll lunch 
at the Philadelphia Terminal market with lots of vendors 
(lunch not included). Bus will leave at 7:45 a.m.; estimat-
ed return at 7:30 p.m. Families welcome! Sign up for the 
pilgrimage at https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/
details/7558. If you’d like to know more about  the event 
and the Saint Katharine Drexel Society, please contact 
Monica at skdsociety@stmaryoldtown.org.  

Are you Irish or part Irish?  JOIN US!   
The Herbert-Cady Division of the Ancient Order  

of Hibernians is looking for practicing Catholic men of 
Irish heritage to join our great organization.  We meet 

every third Monday of the month, upstairs at Murphy’s 
Grand Irish Pub, 713 King Street, Alexandria.  Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m.; meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.   
If you are interested, contact Joe Castillo  

at aohrecruiter@outlook.com or 219.880.6889.  
The next meeting is September 20. 

REMEMBERING 9/11/01 
On behalf of the Knights of Columbus of Potomac  

Assembly 2204 and Fitzgerald Council 459,  
parishioners of the Basilica of Saint Mary are invited  

to attend an observance of the 20th Anniversary  
of the September 11, 2001 attack on the Pentagon. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 11, 10 a.m.  
WHERE: Good Shepherd Catholic Church,  

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria, VA  
 

We will begin with a roll call of the Pentagon victims 
and then pray the Patriotic Rosary for our country.  

Military and First Responders are encouraged  
to attend in dress uniform with their families.  

Help us remember those lost on 9/11,  
to pray for their families and our country. 

AFTER THE 5s 
SEPTEMBER PARISH SOCIAL 

Join us for Fall Fellowship 
on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
 (Sponsored this month by Walking With Purpose) 

 
6-7 p.m., following the 5 p.m. Vigil Mass  

Fr. Rankin House Courtyard, 314 Duke Street 

NOTICE! 
The City of Alexandria  is repaving Duke 
Street from South Union Street to South  

Patrick Street through September 9. Access 
and parking will be limited between 9 a.m. 

and 3 p.m., excluding weekends. See 
www.alexandria.gov/publicworks for details.  



GEORGE F. LYNCH JR. CPA
TAX PREPARER - Individuals & Businesses

To better manage your taxes, call George!

703-549-3310 • george@adroitcpa.com

St. Mary’s Parishioner

700 Princess Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

The Laughter of a Child is the Light of the Home

Saint Anthony's Day School
703-836-9123 • 321 First Street • Alexandria 22314

All Day Education and Quality Childcare

Accredited by the NAEYC • Infants to 5 Years Old

We are proud to operate the only 
on-site crematory in Alexandria and Arlington County

1500 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, VA 22302
703-998-9200 • www.EverlyWheatley.com

Removal of Large & Dangerous Trees & State-of-the-Art Tree Maintenance
AAA TREE SERVICE

703-719-0600 • AAA4Trees.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Serving Northern Virginia for Over 40 Years!

Locally Owned & Operated • Licensed & Insured

SPRING SPECIAL - 20% OFF!

Enjoy a clean home 
you can relax in.

BILL GALLANT, PROFESSIONAL CLEANER/OWNER

allcleanforyounow@aol.com

• Free Estimate • Reliable
• Detailed Quality 

  Work For A Fair Price
• Fully Bonded & Insured

603.300.7212
HELP WANTED 
$13 PER HOUR
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703-425-9702 
9902 BRADDOCK ROAD · FAIRFAX

www.fmfh.com

703-323-5202 
9900 BRADDOCK ROAD · FAIRFAX

www.fmpark.com

MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

Contact Us For 
Funeral & 

Cremation Services

For All Your Cremation or Traditional Burial Needs

“Family Focused Since 1957”

FLAHERTY IRON WORKS  
O F  A L E X A N D R I A

Award Winning Company
Specializing in Custom Hot Hand Forged  

Iron Work and Metal Sculpture

703-971-7653Support Life

6510 Little River Turnpike • Alexandria, VA 22312

703.256.5000 • WWW.MALLOYFORDALEXANDRIA.COM

Service 877.360.8356 

Parts    877.296.5814

Sales    877.245.4839

• PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY •
Servicing  
All Makes  
& Models

New and
Pre-Owned 
InventorySe Habla 

Español

$25 GIFT CARD
towards any service
No cash value. $25 towards any 

service only at Malloy Ford  
Alexandria. Not valid with any 

other coupons, offers or specials.
Commercial 

Truck Repair 
Center

50% OFF
Virginia State Inspection

No cash value.  Redeemable  
only at Malloy Ford Alexandria.  

Not valid with any other  
coupons, offers or specials.
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THANK YOU  
FOR VOTING  
US AS TOP 

RATED DEALER!

Coming 
Soon!

www.dcappliancetechs.com
703-286-7640

Garbage Disposal • Oven • Washer • Dryer 

Dishwasher • Refrigerator & Kitchen Appliance Repairs

Professional Affordable Servicee

13435 BROOKFIELD DR • CHANTILLY
571-345-5970

Free Estimates • Excellent Prices

24 Hour Storm Damage

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

DestinysTreeService@gmail.com

DESTINY’S TREE SERVICE, LLC

700 North Fairfax St • Ste 400 • Alexandria

jrenner@rennercpa.com • rennercpa.com

703.535.1200 

John J. Renner, II
CPA, CFF, CGMA 

President



Christine Roland Garner Weichert, Realtors
NVAR Life Top Producer

703.587.4855 • cghomes@hotmail.com • www.christinegarner.com
121 N. Pitt Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

PETGROOMINGALEXANDRIA.COM

Aussie Pet Mobile
Alexandria

srussi@aussiepetmobile.com
571-201-7069

Scott Russi, 
President

Carpet / Hardwood / Marble / Sand & Finish  
Stone / Tile / Cork / Remnants / FREE ESTIMATES
1606 Mount Vernon Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22301

703-548-4848

www.TJFannon.com

703-549-5700
1200 Duke Street

NOW OVER 125 YEARS OF SERVICE

• Heating

• Air Conditioning

• Water Heaters

Fairfax Electric

703-273-5040

Service Upgrade
Recess Lights

Trouble Shooting

DEMAINE FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
COMPLETE FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS • PRE-FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

CREMATIONS • COMPLETE SHIPPING
Springfield Location Alexandria Location
5308 Backlick Road

Springfield, VA 22151
703.941.9428

520 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.0074
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Parishioners 
Receive $25 OFF
703-924-3100
www.theirishplumber.com

MOVING FORWARD, PLC
Michele T. Cole, Ph. D., LCSW

Moving Forward has a team of therapists specializing in  
individual, couples, family, group and play therapies.

571.483.0306 • www.movingforwardplc.com
117 S. SAINT ASAPH STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

www.homescafe.com

703-929-3040 Mobile • 703-222-4663 

EXECUTIVES
Del Ray/National Landing

BRETT  RICEBRETT  RICE

Providing compassionate companionship for  
those needing help in their everyday activities.

1-833-AT-MY-HOME • FREE CONSULTATION

www.MyHomeCompanions.com
Caregiver Services • Concierge Services • Relocation Services • Care Management for Adults with Disabilities

Top 1% Nationwide

As featured in The Catholic Herald

Carlos and Angela’s 
Cleaning Service

Serving DC, Maryland and Northern Virginia

Family Owned Business Since 1985

e
inia

PablotPaintingInc@yahoo.com

Drywall Repair • Power Washing
Handyman Services

PABLO’Spainting

571-278-1548

Interior & Exterior

Carlos  703-587-5679
Carlosturcios21@gmail.com

INC

Angela  571-263-6461
Turciosangela@gmail.com

Ceramic Tile • Slate • Glass Tile • Hardwood Floor
Installation & Sander • Home Improvement 

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovation 
Custom Installation, Electric & Plumbing

LLG CONTRACTING

Luis Gonzalez          Cell 571-237-6595
Licensed & InsuredParishioner

Ann Casey
Realtor®

703.863.5059 cell • 703.359.7800 x3801 office
AnnCasey@c21redwood.com
www.AnnCaseyRealtor.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Licensed in VA

llgcontractingco@yahoo.com

www.LLGCONTRACTING.com

703-683-2400
2100 Mt. Vernon Ave.• Alexandria

24



In Your Home or at Your Business. 
Call Clover Services.

Parishioners
 Save An Extra 

5% Off Our 
Already 

Low Prices!

www.cloverco.com Established in 1981

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

ALEXANDRIAAUDIOLOGY.COM

703-823-3336703-823-3336We Provide Solutions for Your Commercial, 
Specialty Lines and Individual Insurance Needs

ROBERT WHEARTY 
Agent • Parishioner

www.tregoinsurance.com

3601 Riverwood Rd • Alexandria, VA 22309
Serving VA, MD, NJ, DE and PA

571.544.3400, x201
rwhearty@tregoinsurance.com

Emily Jurschak, PT, DPT
BOARD-CERTIFIED CLINICAL 
SPECIALIST IN ORTHOPAEDIC 

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Orthopedic and Pelvic 
Floor Physical Therapist

emily@fiatphysicaltherapy.com

fiatphysicaltherapy.com

Parishioner

COMPASSIONATE 
COACHING

Helping you move from weariness to hope

GROUP COACHING · ONE-ON-ONE COACHING
WORKSHOP FACILITATION

ERIN WHALEN - 401-684-HOPE
wearinesstohope@gmail.com

www.compassionatecoaching.org

ESSENTIAL
WORKERS

WE THANK YOU!

Diocesan Member

INGROWN TOENAIL? Ouch! Call me today, relief is on the way!
HEEL PAIN? FUNGAL OR THICK TOENAILS?
NEED ORTHOTICS? Stay home, the Doctor comes to you!

703-879-5155   www.podiatristinmotion.com

GREG CARDINAL, DPM
House-Call Podiatry Service

C O N T R AC T O R S  I N C .

DIOCESAN MEMBER 
FOR 40 YEARS

summitroofing.com
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703-368-7483
E-Mail: info@summitroofing com

1 3 0 4 2  B A L L S  F O R D  R O A D  ·  M A N A S S A S ,  VA  2 0 1 0 9

Honest
Professional

Transparent
No High-Pressure Sales

Comprehensive, Lifetime Warranty
Recognized for outstanding customer 
service every year since 2007!

“Storm damage?? ... Tired of door knockers?? ... Put your faith in us!”

FREE ESTIMATES & STORM DAMAGE ASSESSMENTS               Licensed • Bonded • Insured               LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

(703) 716-ROOF (7663)
DIOCESAN MEMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Estimates by a Certified Arborist

Tree & Stump Removal · Pruning 
Crown Maintenance · Fertilization

LICENSED

15% OFF ANY SERVICE
INSURED

B74721 (JR) • St. Mary’s • Alexandria, VA   FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836                OUTSIDE

Attorneys Who Specialize in the Areas You Need
Estate Planning    Family Law    Criminal Defense
Bankruptcy    Estate Administration    Employment

(703) 836-9030  www.oldtownlawyers.com

9380 Forestwood Lane, #E
Manassas, Virginia 20110

703-368-4344

www.RENOVASMILES.com
FREE WHITENING KIT

Exam + Xrays  
+ Basic Cleaning

$99$99Special for New Patients

McEnearney Associates, REALTORS®
109 S. Pitt Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

McEnearney.com 
703.507.8655

Equal Housing Opportunity

FREE ESTIMATES


