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HOLY  SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 
All Masses are live streamed at www.stmaryoldtown.org  

                                        
SUNDAY 

7 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
MONDAY through  FRIDAY 
6:30 a.m., 8 a.m. and 12:10 p.m.  

SATURDAY 
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
7:30 p.m., Third Friday of the month 

 
FEDERAL HOLIDAYS and HOLY DAYS  

Check the website and bulletin 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
MONDAY through FRIDAY  After 12:10 p.m. Mass 

WEDNESDAY  7:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
SATURDAY   9 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 5 p.m. 

 
 

 

BASILICA HOURS 
MONDAY through FRIDAY  5:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

SATURDAY  7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY 6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 

OFFICE HOURS  (313 Duke Street) 
MONDAY through FRIDAY 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Rosary  Monday through Friday before 8 a.m. Mass  
and on Saturday before 8:30 a.m. Mass 

Miraculous Medal Novena Monday 12 noon 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament   

Wednesday 12:45 to 8:30 p.m. 
Adoration with Holy Hour & Benediction  

Wednesday 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
First Friday Nocturnal Adoration  

Friday 9 p.m. until Saturday 7:30 a.m. 
Communal First Saturday Devotion 
First Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.  

BAPTISMS   
Sunday, 2:30 p.m. Please call the Parish Office to register  
in advance and obtain requirements for godparents, etc. 

THE BASILICA SCHOOL OF SAINT MARY  
(Pre-K to 8th grade)   

400 Green Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  
Mr. Daniel Cinalli, Principal 

 
703.549.1646     

www.smsva.org    
 stmaryoffice@smsva.org    

MARRIAGES   
Contact Parish Priest a minimum of 6 months before possible  

wedding date for marriage preparation. Couples living together 
will be asked to live separately during marriage preparation. 



      

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
12:30 -7:30 p.m. Wed. 

Maureen Breiner tb5va@aol.com 

Altar Servers Father David frdavid 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 

Lectors  Chris Bahret bahretcj@hotmail.com 

Luminaries of Holy 
Mary  
Fatima Prayer Group 

Frank Spicer praydailyrosary 
@gmail.com 

Mary Martha Guild Christine Kleiber MMG 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Nocturnal Adoration 
Society 9 p.m.1st Friday  
to 6 a.m.1st Saturday 

Helen Lynch helenlynch21 
@gmail.com 

Rosary Prayer Group 
Rosary before 8 a.m.  
weekday Mass and 8:30 
a.m. Saturday Mass 

Call Parish Office 703.836.4100 

Rosary Society William Beach wbeachkoc459 
@gmail.com 

Sacristans Steve Young asyoung001 
@gmail.com 

Saint Katharine Drexel 
Society 

Monica Favela skdsociety 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Sanctuary Society Stephanie Giorlando ccampbell49@cox.net 

Schola Cantorum 
10 a.m. Sunday Mass 

David Elliott delliott 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Ushers Randolph MacPherson macpherson 
@halloransage.com 

        

ALIVE! Alexandrians  
InVolved Ecumenically 

Tim Burns alive.saintmarys 
@gmail.com 

Bereavement Committee  
Receptions  
after funerals 

Kitty Guy 
 
 

kitguy100@aol.com 
703.765.9478 
 

Carpenter’s Shelter Ed Velarde evelarde 
@eaglebankcorp.com 

Christ House Julie Howard juliehowardmom 
@aol.com 

Gabriel Project  
Pro-life pregnancy help 

Becky Lilly and 
Elizabeth Snodgrass 

gabrielprojectstmary 
@gmail.com 

Jail Ministry 
Alexandria City Jail 

Philippe Bruno pmvjbruno55 
@gmail.com 

Pro-Life Activities Bob Whearty prolife 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Senior Services 
of Alexandria (SSA) 

Annie Hall (Saint 
Mary Ambassador) 

ahall 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Shut-In Visitation Call Parish Office 703.836.4100 

CONSIDER GETTING INVOLVED IN OUR PARISH 

EDUCATION & EVANGELIZATION 

Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society  

Jim Larocco rocca-rocco@usa.net 

Sunrise Retirement  
Home 

Father Nicholas frnicholas 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 

Woodbine  
Rehabilitation Center 

Judy Klesius 703.836.1777 

   

Adult Faith  
Formation, CCD,  
RCIA 

Hilary Munger hmunger 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 x 3033 

Date Night at the  
Basilica 

Erica Englefield  
and Ann Somerset 

datenightatthebasilica 
@hotmail.com 

Eucharistic Apostles  
of Divine Mercy 

Harry and Lynne 
Dolton 

hldolton@aol.com 
703.960.0592 

Legion of Mary Adria Tayrani avillar@hotmail.com 
571.310.4016 

Secular Franciscan 
Order 

Sadie Martins nannyseverina 
@gmail.com 

That Man Is You Wayne Cimons tmiystmaryoldtown 
@gmail.com 

Walking with Purpose Mindee Arritt wwp@stmaryoldtown.org 

   

American Heritage 
Girls Troop 0325 

Teresa McMorris 
 

stmaryahg@gmail.com 

Ancient Order  
of Hibernians 

Brendan Cooney brendan.p.cooney1 
@gmail.com  

Boy Scout Troop 301 Dan Scheeler dscheeler@gmail.com 

Catholic Daughters  
of the Americas 
Court Kavanaugh #54 

Marguerite 
McAuliffe 

mmca8474 
@gmail.com 

Catholic Sports 
www.catholicsports.net  

Helena Briggs catholicsports 
@stmaryoldtown.org 

Cub Scout Pack 301 Patrick Lusch cc.pack301@gmail.com 

CYO Sports Mary Fran Delaune mfdelaune@aol.com 

Girl Scouts Alice Goulet downeytwina 
@comcast.net 

Junior Catholic  
Daughters 
Girls grades 6-12 

Kathryn Doherty kathryndoherty 
@gmail.com 
202.270.6008 

Knights of Columbus 
www.kofc459.org 

Damon Baldini basilicaofstmarysknights 
@gmail.com 

Praying College Moms Luanne Griffin pcm@stmaryoldtown.org 

Saint Mary’s Play 
Group 

Jennelle Hoffman saintmarystots 
@gmail.com  

Saints Anne & Joachim 
Society Seniors 55+ 

Barbara Juszczyk barbaraj.seniors@aol.com 

Youth & Young Adult 
Apostolates 

Arragon Perrone aperrone 
@stmaryoldtown.org 
703.836.4100 x 3024 

PRAYER & WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

FELLOWSHIP 

EDUCATION & EVANGELIZATION 



NEW PRIEST ASSIGNMENTS 
This time of year inevitably brings the reassignment of some priests in our 
Arlington Diocese. While bittersweet, these changes are part of the life of  
a parish priest as he assists the Bishop in the smooth functioning of the 
diocese. New assignments also help prepare parochial vicars (priests who 
assist the pastor) as future pastors by giving them experience with differ-
ent models of parish life and organization.  
 
Two changes, effective June 24, impact our Basilica family. 
 
After two years of faithful service as parochial vicar 
here at Saint Mary (since his ordination to the priest-
hood in 2019), Father Nicholas Blank has been reas-
signed as parochial vicar at Saint John the Evangelist 
Parish in Warrenton. We will miss him, of course, but 
know God has great plans for him in Warrenton! All 
are invited to expressed your gratitude for Father’s 
priestly service at a farewell reception for him following 
the 1 p.m. Mass on Sunday, June 20.  
 

Deacon Joseph Townsend, who will be ordained to the 
priesthood on June 5, will be our new parochial vicar. 
Last year, he was at the Basilica of Saint Mary for his 
summer assignment. He is a graduate of Christendom 
College (like Father Nicholas) and is currently studying 
at the Pontifical North American College in Rome. Also 
like Father Nicholas, Deacon Townsend was home-
schooled and is the oldest in a family of nine children! 
Learn more about Deacon Townsend by listening to a 
Basilica of Saint Mary Podcast, recorded last summer, at 

     https://stmaryoldtown.org/Joe-townsend-podcast. 
 

A full list of the new clergy appointments is available at   
https://www.arlingtondiocese.org/press-releases/2021/ 

clergy-appointments-2021/ 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Today, May 23, we celebrate Pentecost. This solemnity marks the culmi-
nation of the 40 days Our Lord spent on earth after He rose from the dead 
on Easter, plus the nine days of prayer (the first novena) of Mary and the 
Apostles as they waited in the Upper Room for the Spirit Jesus had prom-
ised He would send to them. Let us pray — today and every day — for an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the world, on the Church, on our nation 
and on our families.   
 

Come Holy Spirt, fill the hearts of Thy faithful  
and enkindle in them the fire of Thy love.  

Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be created.  
And Thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 

O God, Who didst instruct the hearts of Thy faithful  
by the light of the Holy Spirit,  

grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement  
in all things and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen  
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  Basilica of Saint Mary STAFF 
703.836.4100 

 
Sheena Byrne, Part-time  
Administrative Assistant   

x 3015  /  sbyrne@stmaryoldtown.org 
—— 

  David Elliott, Director of Music   
x 3019  /  delliott@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
Carmen Federle, Parish Liaison  

to Diocesan Office for the Protection 
of Children & Young People   

x 3027  /  cfederle@stmaryoldtown.org 
—— 

  John Harchick, Director of Facilities  
x 3021  /  facilities@stmaryoldtown.org  

—— 
Emily Liutkus, Bookkeeper   

x 3010  /  eliutkus@stmaryoldtown.org  
—— 

  Diane Maple, Bulletin Editor   
x 3032  /  bulletin@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
Anne Mathis, Director of Stewardship 
& Special Projects (Parish & School) 

443.994.9065/amathis@stmaryoldtown.org (Parish) 
or amathis@smsva.org (School) 

—— 
  Hilary Munger, Director  

of Religious Education   
x 3033  /  hmunger@stmaryoldtown.org 

—–– 
  Elena Otero-Bigg, Assistant to the Rector  

x 3029  /  ebigg@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

  Arragon Perrone, Director of Youth 
  & Young Adult Apostolates    

x 3024  /  aperrone@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

Jackie Riordan, Receptionist 
& Administrative Assistant 

x 3015  /  jriordan@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

Sara Schiedermayer, Assistant Director 
  of Religious Education   

x 3023  /  sschiedermayer@stmaryoldtown.org 
—— 

  Alex Solsma, Director  
  of Communications & Evangelization   
x 3009  /  asolsma@stmaryoldtown.org 

—— 
  Mariane Staron, Assistant Director, 
  Youth & Young Adult Apostolates   

x 3030  /  mstaron@stmaryoldtown.org 
—–– 

  Trish Weiler, Director of Finance   
x 3011  /  tweiler@stmaryoldtown.org  

Oremus pro invicem “Let us pray for each other” 
Father Edward C. Hathaway, Rector 



The World of Finance Let us pray that those in 
charge of finance will work with governments 
to regulate the financial sphere and protect 
citizens from its dangers. 

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION FOR MAY 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS 
When the Spirit of truth comes,  

He will guide you into all the truth.  
Will you let the Holy Spirit lead you to your true vocation in  
the Risen Lord…perhaps as a priest or consecrated religious?  

Contact Fr. Michael Isenberg at 
michael.isenberg@arlingtondiocese.org or 703.841.2514. 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
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 Sunday, May 23 — Pentecost Sunday 
7 a.m. — Genevieve Scott Bell 

8:30 a.m. — Parishioners of Saint Mary 
10 a.m. — Special Intention: Mary Lou Leitner 

11:30 a.m. — Mary Hilgeman 
1 p.m. — Special Intention: Very Rev. Edward C. Hathaway 

5 p.m. — Joseph Cruse 
 

Monday, May 24 
6:30 a.m. — Joseph Ho Yuen 

8 a.m. — Barry Judd 
12:10 p.m. — Mary Jean McJury 

 
Tuesday, May 25 

6:30 a.m. — Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Sudder Jr. 
8 a.m. — Charles Boarders 

12:10 p.m. — Mary Jean McJury 
 

Wednesday, May 26 
6:30 a.m. — Mary Chow Woon Leung 

8 a.m. — Ellen Hickey Grayson 
12:10 p.m. — Orlan Cowan 

 
Thursday, May 27 

6:30 a.m. — Linda Parazinski 
8 a.m. — Special Intention: Joe Gerardi 

12:10 p.m. —Special Intention: The Naegele Family 
 

Friday, May 28 
6:30 a.m. — Sr. Mary Bryan SHCG  

8 a.m. — Myrtis (Merle) Guidry 
12:10 p.m. — Janet Singer Cochran 

 
Saturday, May 29 

8:30 a.m. — Special Intention: The Spain Family 
5 p.m. — Special Intention: Quinn Copps 

PRAY FOR OUR DIOCESAN PRIESTS 
May 23 — Rev. William Nyce 

May 24 — Rev. John M. O’Donohue 
May 25 — Rev. John T. O’Hara (Retired) 

May 26 — Rev. Keith M. O’Hare 
May 27 — Rev. J. Kevin O’Keefe 
May 28 — Rev. Steven G. Oetjen 

May 29 — Rev. Michael T. Orlowsky 

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday, May 23 

Acts 2:1-11, Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13  
or Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27 and 16:12-15 

Monday, May 24 
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday, May 25 
Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31 

Wednesday, May 26 
Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17; Ps 79:8-9, 11, 13; Mk 10:32-45 

Thursday, May 27 
Sir 42:15-25; Ps 33:2-9; Mk 10:46-52 

Friday, May 28 
Sir 44:1, 9-13; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Mk 11:11-26 

Saturday, May 29 
Sir 51:12cd-20; Ps 19:8-11; Mk 11:27-33 

To keep our prayer lists current, names of the ill are listed for  
4 weeks. Names of those activelyserving in harm’s way 

(generally means deployed overseas) are listed for 4 months.  
You may reinstate or add a name at  

bulletin@stmaryoldtown.org or call 703.836.4100.  

WE WELCOME THROUGH BAPTISM 
Aaron Eloy Behr, Wynn James Brady, Henry David Jochum, 

Amalia Jane Mauler and John Harrison Mitchell 

PRAY FOR THE ILL, INCLUDING 
Walt Adelmann, Dutch Anderson, Suzanne Aragona,  

Maria Campo, Quinn Copps, Mary Davis, Jean Edwards,  
Michael Hahn, Michael Henderson, Sean P. Kocourek,  

Carolyn Mason, Geraldine (Gerry) McGowan, Bud Miles,  
Richard Nunan, Terry Nunan, Jeffrey Petrino, Pam Rubin,  

Karen Russell, Baby Shiller, Noel Tohill, Juan Torres,  
Irma Valentine and Jerry Wallmeyer 

 
PRAY FOR  ALL THE RECENTLY DECEASED 

Beckett Weinert  
 

PRAY FOR THOSE ACTIVELY SERVING 
IN HARM’S WAY, INCLUDING 

Alex Deerr, Tim Galginaitis, Faith Emilee Holman,  
Jenna Kling, Kaylyn E. Krzemien, Nathan Martins, Sara  

McAlpin, Mitchell Mehaffey, Vincent P. Pensyl, Ryan  
Rickley, David Alejandro Sandoval, Patrick Tuccillo,  
Josh Villeneuve, Jim Wiltsie and those serving in law  

enforcement, as firefighters and emergency first responders  



He was chosen by the eternal  
Father as the trustworthy guardian 
and protector of His greatest treas-
ures, namely, His divine Son and 
Mary, Joseph’s wife. He carried 
out this vocation with complete 

fidelity until at last God called him, 
saying: “Good and faithful servant, 

enter into the joy of your Lord.” 
– Saint Bernardine of Siena 

 

Q & A  Exploring & Practicing Our Catholic Faith 
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WORSHIP & ONGOING FAITH FORMATION 

Year of  Saint Joseph 

HOMILIES BY BISHOP BURBIDGE  
are available at youtube.com/arlingtondiocese 

Q: What is Canon Law? 

A: Canon Law (from Ancient Greek: , kanon, a “straight measuring rod, 
ruler”) is a set of ordinances and regulations made by the Church leadership for 
the internal governance of the Church and its members. It was the first modern 
Western legal system and is the oldest continuously functioning legal system in 
the West. The book containing these laws is known as the Code of Canon Law. 
The Code currently includes 1,752 canons.  
 
Canon Law affects the everyday Catholic by regulating how our faith should be 
lived. For example, Canon Law includes criteria for baptism and funerals, how 
and when marriages take place, rules for fasting and the process by which  
Church leaders are chosen.  

For more complete details, please see  
https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/cic_index_en.html 

 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,  

MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 
In 2018, Pope Francis designated the Monday following 
Pentecost  (May 24 this year) as the Memorial of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. He noted: 
“The joyous veneration given to the Mother of God by 
the contemporary Church, in light of  
reflection on the mystery of Christ and on 
His nature, cannot ignore the figure of a 
woman (Gal 4:4), the Virgin Mary, who is 
both the Mother of Christ and the Mother 
of the Church.”  

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us! 

FIFTH SUNDAY ROSARY 
May 30 

Join the Rosary Society of the Basilica  
of Saint Mary for our Fifth Sunday  
Rosary, in the Basilica following  

the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday, May 30.  
More information at  

https://stmaryoldtown.org/apostolate/ 
basilica-rosary-society/  
or contact Bill Beach 

at wbeachkoc459@gmail.com. 

WELCOME TO OUR  
NEW ADULT CONFIRMANDI 

Appropriately on this Pentecost Sunday, 
four adults from the Basilica of Saint Mary 
are being confirmed today at the Cathedral 
of Saint Thomas More by Bishop Michael 
Burbidge. They are David Herbst, Jose 
Sanchez, Tammy Smoker and Katherine 
Thomas. Congratulations and welcome! 
This special Mass is for adults who were previously bap-
tized Catholic and have received First Holy Communion 
but have not yet been confirmed. In extending his hands 
over them, the bishop calls on the Holy Spirit to serve as 
their guide and helper so they may steadfastly profess 
the faith and faithfully live up to that profession. 



FAMILY, CHILDREN & YOUTH 
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HELP OUR HIGH SCHOOLERS  
SERVE THE UNDERPRIVILEGED AT WORKCAMP 2021 

There are many ways you can help! 
 
June 20-24, Basilica of Saint Mary teens will join other students from 
Northern Virginia for the annual Arlington Diocese WorkCamp, based this 
year at Good Shepherd Catholic Church. The teens will attend Mass daily 
then split into “crews” compromised of teens from four parishes. Their 
goal is to complete a home construction project for someone in need. The 
WorkCamp experience also includes faith formation and fellowship. 
 
To make WorkCamp 2021 a success, we need your help as in a variety  
of roles: Adult Crew Leader, Contractors and Assistant Contractors (no 
experience needed), preparing PB&J sandwiches for lunches, serving 
dinner to teens and helping with various tasks at home base (Good  

                         Shepherd) during the day and evening.  
 

Please consider supporting this program through your prayers, time or financial resources.  
Find more at https://stmaryoldtown.org/support-workcamp/. 

 
Questions?  Contact Youth Apostolate Assistant  Director & WorkCamp Stakeholder  

Mariane Staron at mstaron@stmaryoldtown.org  



 From Your Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Why do we become Vincentians, followers of Saint 
Vincent de Paul? For many of us, it’s believing that 
now is our time to follow Christ’s call for all who be-
lieve in Him to serve the poor. Of course, there are 
many ways to do this. What makes being a Vincentian 
a special path is that it takes us beyond the part of us 
that wants to be safe and secure with the comfortable 
and the familiar. It requires that we go to the poor, 
wherever they are, in their homes, in a shelter or even 
on a park bench. We find Our Lord and Our Lady in 
the faces of the poor, in their suffer-
ing and anguish, and we learn that 
Our Lord and Our Lady are walking 
with us. They are our guides, our an-
chors, even our friends.  They draw 
us closer to God personally and spir-
itually. Our service may seem to be 
about those whom we serve, but in the end, it’s about 
us, our personal spiritual growth and our knowing that 
God loves us. This is what we Vincentians believe and 
is what we experience. Is it your time to serve, your 
time to find spiritual growth through that service? If 
so, please contact Jim Larocco at rocca-rocco@usa.net 
or talk to any of our Saint Vincent de Paul volunteers.  

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK! 
Many thanks to MALLOY FORD OF ALEXANDRIA 

for advertising in our parish bulletin. 
Please support and patronize  
our wonderful advertisers! 
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STAY UP TO DATE 
with the latest Basilica of Saint Mary 

news and digital content by subscribing  
to our Flocknote email newsletters.  

It’s easy to sign up at  
https://stmaryoldtown.org/email-sign-up/ 

A FREE, comprehensive, online library of  
Catholic resources for the entire family is 

available to Saint Mary parishioners at 
https:stmaryoldtown.formed.org 

AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 

F3  
(FRATERNITY/FITNESS/FAITH) 

Father David has started a new men's  
group at the Basilica called F3 —  

Fraternity, Fitness and Faith.  
The group meets in front of the Basilica  

every Saturday at 5 a.m.  
All men of the parish are invited to attend. 

The men work out for roughly  
45 minutes, led by a different member  

of the group each week  
and finish with prayer. 

DIOCESAN WEEKEND DISCERNMENT  
RETREAT FOR WOMEN 

Could Christ be calling you to the religious life? Take a 
step to find out. The annual diocesan discernment retreat 
for single women who feel called to a religious vocation is 
Friday to Sunday, June 18 to 20. The Dominican Sis-
ters of Saint Cecilia will lead the retreat this year, which 
will aim to help you know yourself and discover the amaz-
ing woman God has created you to be. It will also include 
tools to aid your prayer and discernment, as well as op-
portunities for prayer, confession, spiritual direction and 
Q&A with the sisters. Cost: $60 (financial assistance is 
available). Space is limited; deadline to register is June 4. 
For more information or to register, please contact Father 
Michael Isenberg at vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.  

CATHOLIC SPORTS UPDATES     
Upcoming Leagues  

Registration for Outdoor Volleyball Season 2 is now 
OPEN!  Early Registration closes on June 13!  

 League will be held on Thursday evenings  
from July 11 to August 29  

Register at www.catholicsports.net!  
 

Bible Studies  
Contact Helena Briggs  

(catholicsports@stmaryoldtown.org)  
if you’d like to join a Men’s or Women’s Bible Study!     

 
Socials  

Stay tuned for our first social events coming up!  
 

If you have any questions or would like to connect,  
email catholicsports@stmaryoldtown.org  

or text Helena at 540.551.2271  



 

AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 
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FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
A periodic look at the history  

of our Basilica of Saint Mary parish  
since its founding in 1795.   

ANTI-CATHOLIC SENTIMENT 
In the late 19th century, a wave of anti-Catholicism swept through the United States as immigrants from  
Ireland, Italy, and Central and Eastern Europe flooded into the country. Nearly all of these new arrivals were 
Roman Catholic.  
 
Condescension toward Catholics led churches to develop their own parish culture centers – libraries, reading 
rooms, even athletic facilities. Organizations that sought to instill pride in Catholics and promote Catholic 
heritage also became popular. Active examples at Saint Mary parish were the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Knights of Columbus and Daughters of Isabella, later renamed the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. They 
marched proudly in parades and participated in many of Alexandria’s civic and cultural events. 
 
However, the specter of anti-Catholic bigotry was never far away. One small but frightening act of vandalism 
was reported by the Alexandria Gazette (April 11, 1898): 
 

Some individual, animated by fiendishness or intemper-
ate zeal for ecclesiastical preferences, entered St. Mary’s 
Church recently and emptied carbolic acid into the recep-
tacles for holy water. On entering the church subsequent-

ly, a lady detected the odor of the acid for which she was unable to account.  The pastor of the church was notified and on 
investigation it was found that a quantity of the deadly drug had been poured into the holy water and also into the baptis-
mal font…. The incident has caused considerable comment in the community, and both Catholics and Protestants are in-
dignant and disgusted at such an act of vandalism in old Alexandria, where no matter at what shrines we worship, all are 
supposed to have been taught to respect each other’s ecclesiastical preferences and to live as one in a peaceful body politic.  
          – Kitty Guy, Parish Historian 

WATCH LIVESTREAM ORDINATION  
OF FOUR ARLINGTON MEN TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

Saturday, June 5, Bishop Michael Burbidge will  
ordain Deacons Jonathan Fioramonti, John Paul 
Heisler, Jonathan Smith (Basilica of Saint Mary parish-
ioner) and Joe Townsend (our new Basilica parochial 
vicar) to the priesthood for the Arlington Diocese. All 
are invited to participate in the beauty and transcend-
ence of the Ordination Mass via livestream and pray for 
these new priests. (The Mass is closed to the public 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.) A rosary will be prayed 
at 10:30 a.m. with Mass starting at 11 a.m.  

 
See www.ArlingtonDiocese.org for the latest information or the Arlington Diocese  

You Tube Channel to watch the ceremony. Learn more about what happens at an ordination  
and more about the men to be ordained at www.ArlingtonVocations.org.  
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Liturgical Calendar This Week 

AROUND OUR PARISH & BEYOND 

— May 23. Pentecost Sunday. This solemnity commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other 
followers of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles.  
— May 24. Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. On February 11, 2018, the Vatican designated 
the Monday after Pentecost to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary as Mother of the Church. Mary is at once Mother of Christ, the 
Son of God and mother of the members of His Mystical Body, which is the Church. 
—May 25. Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church. Benedictine born in 735 in Northumbria. Known as 
the “Father of English History.” Saint Gregory VII, Pope. Benedictine from Tuscany. Championed reform of the clergy 
against simony, clerical marriage and lay investiture, leading to the excommunication of Henry IV. Died in 1085. Saint Mary 
Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin. Carmelite mystic of Florence; led a hidden life of prayer and self-denial, praying for the renew-
al of the Church and encouraging her fellow sisters in holiness. Instrumental in reforming her Order. Died in 1607. 
— May 26. Saint Philip Neri, Priest. Founded (1575) the Congregation of Priests of the Oratory, now numbering about 550 
members, to promote holiness of priestly life and foster effective preaching. 
— May 27. Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop. Sent with 40 other monks by Pope Gregory I to England. Ordained a 
bishop in 597; established the Sees of Canterbury, London and Rochester. Became Primate of England in 601; died in 604.  
—May 29. Saint Paul VI, Pope. Born Giovanni Battista Montini in 1897; ordained a priest in 1920; worked 30 years at the 
Vatican Secretariat of State. 1954 became archbishop of Milan; named a cardinal in 1958 by Pope John XXIII; helped pre-
pare Vatican II. Elected pope in June 1963. Died August 6, 1978; beatified October 19, 2014; canonized October 14, 2018.  

CCD CONGRATS AND THANKS! 
The Basilica of Saint Mary offers religious education classes (commonly called 
CCD) for children who are in public or non-Catholic private schools. While we 
were unable to offer CCD in person this past year, we successfully offered pro-
graming via MyCatholicFaithDelivered.com, which provides a virtual presenta-
tion of the Faith and Life curriculum we have used for several years. Families 
chose self-directed learning in our homeschool option or learning with the assis-
tance of a catechist. This past year we had 66 children in self-directed learning 
and 126 children who learned with the help of a catechist.   
 
Congratulations to all of our CCD parents for continuing to educate their children 
in the faith! A special thank you to our great catechists who provided weekly emails to parents with lesson 
plans and extra activities, sent their students crafts to support their lessons or hosted regular zoom meet-
ings. We are proud of everyone’s creative efforts to make learning the faith a priority, even in the midst of a 
global pandemic! 
 

2020-2021 Catechists 
Arragon Perrone (8th Grade Boys) 
Mariane Staron (8th Grade Girls) 
Chuck Zakrzwski (7th Grade Boys) 
Danielle Behler (7th Grade Girls) 
Elizabeth Gontarek (7th Grade Girls) 
Bartholomew Cirenza (6th Grade) 
Martha Dreon (5th Grade) 

Adria Tayrani (4th Grade) 
Marilyn Miekle (4th Grade) 
Stephanie Giorlando (3rd Grade) 
Colleen Ferguson (2nd Grade) 
Tiffany Neuman (2nd Grade) 
Amber Berry (1st Grade) 
Louisa Greve (1st Grade) 

We’re recruiting additional catechists to help with the eventual return to in-person  
CCD classes in the fall and an expected increase in the number of students. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact  
Hilary Munger at hmunger@stmaryoldtown.org or call 703.836.4100 extension 3033.   



GEORGE F. LYNCH JR. CPA
TAX PREPARER - Individuals & Businesses

To better manage your taxes, call George!

703-549-3310 • george@adroitcpa.com
St. Mary’s Parishioner

700 Princess Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

We are proud to operate the only 
on-site crematory in Alexandria and Arlington County

1500 West Braddock Road • Alexandria, VA 22302
703-998-9200 • www.EverlyWheatley.com

Removal of Large & Dangerous Trees & State-of-the-Art Tree Maintenance
AAA TREE SERVICE

703-719-0600 • AAA4Trees.com

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Serving Northern Virginia for Over 40 Years!

Locally Owned & Operated • Licensed & Insured

SPRING SPECIAL - 20% OFF!

Enjoy a clean home 
you can relax in.

Bill Gallant, Professional Cleaner/owner

allcleanforyounow@aol.com

• Free Estimate • Reliable
• Detailed Quality 

  Work For A Fair Price
• Fully Bonded & Insured

603.300.7212
HELP WANTED 
$13 PER HOUR

B74721 (JR) • St. Mary’s • Alexandria, VA   FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836              INSIDE LEFT

703-425-9702 
9902 Braddock road · FairFax

www.fmfh.com
703-323-5202 

9900 Braddock road · FairFax

www.fmpark.com

MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

Contact Us For 
Funeral & 

Cremation Services

For All Your Cremation or Traditional Burial Needs

“Family Operated, Family Focused Since 1957”

Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.

FLAHERTY IRON WORKS  
O F  A L E X A N D R I A

Award Winning Company
Specializing in Custom Hot Hand Forged  

Iron Work and Metal Sculpture

703-971-7653Support Life

6510 Little River Turnpike • Alexandria, VA 22312

703.256.5000 • WWW.MALLOYFORDALEXANDRIA.COM

Service 877.360.8356 
Parts    877.296.5814
Sales    877.245.4839

• PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY •
Servicing  
All Makes  
& Models

New and
Pre-Owned 
InventorySe Habla 

Español

$25 GIFT CARD
towards any service
No cash value. $25 towards any 

service only at Malloy Ford  
Alexandria. Not valid with any 

other coupons, offers or specials.
Commercial 
Truck Repair 

Center

50% OFF
Virginia State Inspection

No cash value.  Redeemable  
only at Malloy Ford Alexandria.  

Not valid with any other  
coupons, offers or specials.

THANK YOU  
FOR VOTING  
US AS TOP 

RATED DEALER!

Coming 
Soon!

www.dcappliancetechs.com
703-286-7640

Garbage Disposal • Oven • Washer • Dryer 
Dishwasher • Refrigerator & Kitchen Appliance Repairs

Professional Affordable Service



Christine Roland Garner Weichert, Realtors
NVAR Life Top Producer

703.587.4855 • cghomes@hotmail.com • www.christinegarner.com
121 N. Pitt Street • Alexandria, Virginia 22314

®

PETGROOMINGALEXANDRIA.COM

Aussie Pet Mobile
Alexandria

srussi@aussiepetmobile.com
571-201-7069

Scott Russi, 
President

Carpet / Hardwood / Marble / Sand & Finish  
Stone / Tile / Cork / Remnants / FREE ESTIMATES
1606 Mount Vernon Avenue • Alexandria, VA 22301

703-548-4848

www.TJFannon.com

703-549-5700
1200 Duke Street

NOW OVER 125 YEARS OF SERVICE

• Heating
• Air Conditioning

• Water Heaters

Fairfax Electric

703-273-5040

Service Upgrade
Recess Lights

Trouble Shooting

DEMAINE FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
COMPLETE FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS • PRE-FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

CREMATIONS • COMPLETE SHIPPING
Springfield Location Alexandria Location
5308 Backlick Road

Springfield, VA 22151
703.941.9428

520 S. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.549.0074
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Parishioners 
Receive $25 OFF
703-924-3100

www.theirishplumber.com

MOVING FORWARD, PLC
Michele T. Cole, Ph. D., LCSW

Moving Forward has a team of therapists specializing in  
individual, couples, family, group and play therapies.

571.483.0306 • www.movingforwardplc.com
117 S. SAINT ASAPH STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

4012 Williamsburg Court · FairFax, Va 22032

Let the people of 
vigilance and integrity 

do it for you.
RNs • LPNs • CNAs  

ComPANioN CARe

703-425-CARE

Get That Peace of Mind!

www.arlandriafloors.com

2704 Richmond Hwy. • Alexandria, VA 22301
www.homescafe.com

703-929-3040 Mobile • 703-222-4663 Office

EXECUTIVES
Del Ray/National Landing

BRETT  RICEBRETT  RICE

Providing compassionate companionship for  
those needing help in their everyday activities.

1-833-AT-MY-HOME • FREE CONSULTATION

www.MyHomeCompanions.com
Caregiver Services • Concierge Services • Relocation Services • Care Management for Adults with Disabilities

Top 1% Nationwide

As featured in The Catholic Herald

Carlos and Angela’s 
Cleaning Service

Serving DC, Maryland and Northern Virginia

Family Owned Business Since 1985

PablotPaintingInc@yahoo.com

Drywall Repair • Power Washing
Handyman Services

PABLO’S
painting

571-278-1548

Interior & Exterior

Carlos  703-587-5679
Carlosturcios21@gmail.com

INC

Angela  571-263-6461
Turciosangela@gmail.com

Ceramic Tile • Slate • Glass Tile • Hardwood Floor
Installation & Sander • Home Improvement 

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovation 
Custom Installation, Electric & Plumbing

LLG CONTRACTING

Luis Gonzalez          Cell 571-237-6595
Licensed & InsuredParishioner

Ann Casey
Realtor®

703.863.5059 cell • 703.359.7800 x3801 office
AnnCasey@c21redwood.com
www.AnnCaseyRealtor.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Licensed in VA

llgcontractingco@yahoo.com
www.LLGCONTRACTING.com

In Your Home or at Your Business. 
Call Clover Services.

Parishioners
 Save An Extra 5% Off  

Our Already Low Prices!

cloverco.com
Established in 1981

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

703-683-2400
2100 Mt. Vernon Ave.• Alexandria
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COMPASSIONATE 
COACHING

Helping you move from weariness to hope

Group CoaChinG · one-on-one CoaChinG
Workshop FaCilitation

ERIN WHALEN - 401-684-HOPE
wearinesstohope@gmail.com

www.compassionatecoaching.org

ESSENTIAL
WORKERS

WE THANK YOU!

Diocesan Member

INGROWN TOENAIL? Ouch! Call me today, relief is on the way!
HEEL PAIN? FUNGAL OR THICK TOENAILS?
NEED ORTHOTICS? Stay home, the Doctor comes to you!

703-879-5155   www.podiatristinmotion.com

GREG CARDINAL, DPM
House-Call Podiatry Service

C O N T R AC T O R S  I N C .

diocesan MeMBer 
For 40 Years

10% DISCOUNT 
WITH MENTION OF AD

summitroofing.com

703-368-7483
E-Mail: info@summitroofing com

1 3 0 4 2  B A L L S  F O R D  R O A D  ·  M A N A S S A S ,  VA  2 0 1 0 9

Honest
Professional

Transparent
No High-Pressure Sales

Comprehensive, Lifetime Warranty
Recognized for outstanding customer 
service every year since 2007!

“Storm damage?? ... Tired of door knockers?? ... Put your faith in us!”

FREE ESTIMATES & STORM DAMAGE ASSESSMENTS               Licensed • Bonded • Insured               LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

(703) 716-ROOF (7663)
DIOCESAN MEMBER

24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Estimates by a Certified Arborist

Tree & Stump Removal · Pruning 
Crown Maintenance · Fertilization

liCensed

15% OFF ANY SERVICE
insured

Enjoy the Carefree Lifestyle You Deserve!
To Schedule A Tour Call

703-797-3814 
ACCREDITEDACCREDITED

Celebrating
Over 50 Years 
of Service to 
Area Seniors

B74721 (JR) • St. Mary’s • Alexandria, VA   FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: 800-883-4343 • Bon Venture Services, LLC • 34 Ironia Road • Flanders, NJ 07836                OUTSIDE

Attorneys Who Specialize in the Areas You Need
Estate Planning    Family Law    Criminal Defense
Bankruptcy    Estate Administration    Employment

(703) 836-9030  www.oldtownlawyers.com

The Laughter of a Child is the Light of the Home

Saint Anthony's Day School
703-836-9123 • 321 First Street • Alexandria 22314

All Day Education and Quality Childcare

Accredited by the NAEYC • Infants to 5 Years Old

9380 Forestwood Lane, #E
Manassas, Virginia 20110

703-368-4344

www.RENOVASMILES.com
FREE WHITENING KIT

Exam + Xrays  
+ Basic Cleaning

$99$99Special for New Patients


